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                                                                                 Sampford Peverell C of E Primary School

Higher Town

Sampford Peverell

Tiverton

EX16 7BR

14th July 2016

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for completing the parent survey regarding the morning routine here at Sampford Peverell Primary School.  Staff and children also completed the survey and the parent forum group met to discuss the results.  The results were collated as tally lines which represented 45 votes; 17 wanted the children to remain inside, 24 wanted the children to remain outside and 4 people did not specify inside or outside.  However with both the inside and outside options, some parents had voted for both choices
At a recent planning meeting this week, staff looked at the areas that had been raised in the survey and brought to the attention of the parent forum group; we have now thought of ways in which these ideas can be addressed in school.

Numbers preferring inside or outside activities:

Children will be out on the playground on Mondays and Fridays.  For the remaining three days they will be taking part in morning activities in the classroom.  Children will need to come to school at 8:45, hang up their bag and play outside where there will be adult supervision. At 9am a whistle will be blown and children will line up, ready to go into class.   The routine for First Steps and reception will not change; for children in First Steps they will go to their class as normal. For children in reception, they will hang up their bag and go outside to play in their outdoor learning environment on Mondays and Fridays.
Communication with parents:
There will be opportunities to meet your child’s class teacher, when they are not on playground duty, on Monday or Friday mornings.  For longer discussions, teachers are happy for you to make an appointment.  There will also be a message box in each class so if your child’s class teacher is busy then a small message can be left in the box; staff will respond to this by acting upon the message in the way that is most appropriate.

Children sitting in different places for morning activities:
Children will have the opportunity to choose where they take part in the morning activities.

Rethink morning activities:
A range of activities will be provided at different tables within each class.  There may be the opportunity for these to be repeated over the course of the three days so that children in the early stages of the year become familiar with the expectation of the activities.  Activities will include a variety of resources so children can be active and ‘hands on’ in the classroom.

Wake and shake – a short, sharp burst of activity before or after the register:
After the register each class will participate in a physical activity.  This may be dancing with a routine in class, a physical activity outside or a game in the hall.  The activity will last for about 10 minutes to prepare the children for the day.  This will take place on the days that the children do not go out before 9am – Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
Children saying hello to each other before they start their day:
This will be done once per week in the autumn term as a series of activities to promote good manners in school and to encourage the children to learn new things about each other.  Activities will include finding three different children and finding out a fact about them to saying hello to three people before starting a morning activity.  It is hoped that the school will share a range of activities and games to promote pupil engagement with one another.

Staff have agreed that we will review these activities each half term to share ideas and check on the successes and areas for development in each class.  In this way we can all learn from each other.  

We would like to thank you all for your help with the survey and for sharing your thoughts with us.  Thank you as well to the parent forum group who met to discuss the findings from the survey and who collated the results.

Kind regards,

Lyn Brimson
